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Thirty years ago before the advent
of the gentry that steal under the cloak
of business and finance a thief was a
thief and made no effort to disguise
his methods As I cast bade to that
day I am led to believe it was the mis
fortune of some of the then noted
riminals that they were born too soon

to reap the greatest harvest of loot
from their crimes Among them were

with the genius for organization
strongly developed men brainy daring
and unscrupulous enough to attain

ommandlntr positions in the present
day world of genteel thievery had they
token their places on the stage at a
later day Then they used the Jimmy
and skeleton key instead of the se-

ductive circular letter offering fabu-
lous returns on investments and
where they met resistance they
orought Into play the Insistent six
shooter instead of the legal technical
ityThe physical bravery that was nec
ssary to the successful thief in the old
lays Is probably responsible for the
lamour of heroism and romance that
wests the history of their bygone

tangs of crime It is not a fine thing
in any way for q modern thief to filch
the savings of the poor through clever
Ty written advertisements but the
world while not condoning the crime
ever will admire the courage of the
train robber-

In the pages of my album

iiant face of Brown known to
the last generation of thieves and de
irotives as James R Barron a man

his fellows in crime delighted to
honor Barron a leader born

the gates of the penitentiary
swung behind him more thirty
cars ago I do not recall another who

was goer In the organization and
of criminal bands nor ono

who displayed the same versatility and
grasp of forms of thievery
The of the numerous cliques
that acknowledged his leadership were
coextensive with the country the wires
for tlie most part being pulled from
fhleage The sensational crimes that
led to his arrest and the remarkable
fight the authorities made to bring
bout his Imprisonment in the peniten
tiary form one of the most thrilling
Chapters in the criminal history of the
country

During the evening of January 15
IS78 Isaac Milts a traveling salesman
for the Jewelry house of Arthur Rum
rill Wall street New York reported-
to the clerk of the Tremont house Chi-
cago in which he was stopping that
the trunk containing his samples had
been broken opon during the evening
meal hour and 21000 worth of Jewelry
stolen loss was reported Imme
diately by the clerk to police head-
quarters then In the old Rookery

night I bad returned from New
York whither the Shotwell bond rob
bery had taken me and the next morn
ing I was assigned to the case by Chief

The circumstances of the robbery
were these Mills occupied two rooms
using one of them for a sleeping room
and the other as a and dis
play room Both of them opened into
the hall In the sleeping room Mills
kept the small trunk containing his
samples of solid gold Jewelry The
poor from this room Into the hall he

kept fastened with a safety spring
that fitted into the keyhole and which
ould be released only with a key he
arried with him The door connecting

his two rooms and the door leading
from the reception room into the hall
were kept locked with the ordinary
key The trunk was also kept looked
when h was not taking samples from-
it or replacing them

On the Saturday night in question he
had gone to room 630
gild had spent half an hour there re-
turning Immediately to his rooms He
fount the doors andhis trunk
broken an
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opened the reception room door with a
skeleton key climbed through thetransom over the connecting door se
cured the Jewelry and escaped thesame way he had entered The safetyappliance on the other hall door had
not been tampered with the thief prob
ably being familiar with its effective-ness as it was a device in general useat that time by jewelry salesmen who
carried samples of value Those car
ried by Mills were all of solid gold andamong them was a large number of
watch chains valued at 175 each Thepattern of these drains was
new and easily distinguishable fromany other on the market

The Job had been deftly and cleanly
done not the slightest clew having
been left by the robber The case was
one of those difficult affairs in whichthe detective has absolutely nothing on
which to work except such general
conclusions as he might draw One of
these at which I promptly arrived aft-
er my survey of rooms was thatthe thief was a skilled one Traces ofa master hand were easily discerniblebut a mere Impression that a crimehas been committed by a crook of ex
perience Is a hazy starting point in the
search for the culprit In this theprobable fact that the thief was aprofessional of ability could reason-
ably be supplemented by the theory
that he belonged to the special classthat devotes its efforts to relieving ho
tel guests of tbulr

As a rule criminals are specialists
and seldom make intospheres of crime that have not beenclosely studied by them A pickpocket
Is seldom a burglar and a con mannever commits a crime of violence
Most of the thefts committed In hotelsare the work of mon specialty isstealing from hotel rooms secondconclusion to be drawn therefore was
that some accomplished thief In the ho
tel line been rude enough to enterMr Mills room and abstract his jew-
elry While I reasoned in this way
there was the chance that I was entirely wrong for there arc no hard andfast rules of procedure governing criminal operations any more than suchrules govern other lines of human activity-

It was in a not very hopeful frameof mind that I returned to headquarters Other detectives from Centralhad the banks and hotels for their
fields and with the previous recordof hotel thefts I was no more familiarthan one might become by reading thenewspapers I determined to acquaint

with this record andproceeded to examine thereports to the chief of detectives touching recent crimes sorting out all thoserelative to thefts committed in hotelsThese were about a dozen in numberduring the three months preceding theJheft of the Mills Jewelry thenumber which was large enough to besignificant I found a general similarity of method running through themNone of them solved and allremained as mysterious as was theTremont house robbery In most ofthe cases room doors had been opened
without injury to locks and val-
uables taken from the rooms during theabsence of the occupants no materialclew to the Identity of the thieves being left for the detectives to work from

The more carefully I studied these re-ports the more firmly I became con-
vinced that a well organized band of
hotel thieves was at work In Chicago
and if I in this It wasohly reasonable argue that the Millsrobbery had been the work of some
member of this band The value of thebooty previously secured was smallcompared with the haul made at theTremont house

After stowing carefully in my memory
the of the various reported I repaired to the Clifton hotelin which a guest had been robbed sometime before Going back on the registerto day preceding the night on which
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either personally or by reputation
the clerk and these were at onoe
checked off As much as could be

of the others by the hotelemployes was considered and one by
one they also were checked off In theprocess of elimination

In this way the list was reduced to
one name placed on the register
by a man who had arrived during theday He carried a small valise and ex
plained to the clerk that he was goingaway the next morning early
wished to be He paid for theroom in advance When mile bellboy
made the call at the hour designated
the room was vacant and the bed evi-
dently had not been slept in No signifi-
cance was attaohed to the fact as it
often happened that guests vacatedtheir rooms after leaving calls before
the calls were made I requested theprivilege of cutting the signature inquestion the register

This process was repeated at eachhotel from which a robbery had beenreported In every case that a
room had for in advance a
call left and the room vacated beforethe call was made In several instancesthe name was signed In the same hand-
writing and even the same Initials G
W used with different surnames Iij
two cases two men had arrived together and been assigned to the same
room Such meager descriptions as Icould gather were taken and they
tallied in scveral instancos

There was no longer any doubt in my
mind that all of the thefts had been
committed by the same crowd But In
vain I searched the Trotnont houseregister for a signature corresponding
in character to any of the suspected
signatures I had cut from the various
registers and I came to the conclusion

thief in this case had shadowed
Mills room taken a
room in the hotel This did not altomy convictions hov that tho Tre
crowd who had committed tho thetA
in the other hotels

On the day following the robbery atthe Tremont I had a long conversation
with Mills concerning the men who hadaccess to rooms Aside from a fewpersonal friends most of his callers had
been local jewelers who had come to
his rooms to look at his samples
buy goods He named these one by one

Did you have any callers with did
not buy jewelry I

one man came here twOthree times and looked throughani
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Who wan he r asked
M11U named a jeweler and auctioneer

who kept a store fn Clark street south
of the Kohl Middleton museum

Was there anything unusual In his
actions

Nothing whatever except that I re
call the fact of his having made the im
presSion on me that he had no inten-
tion of buying when he came here I
wasted no time on him on that ac
count

I made a mental note of the incident
and so far as I had time kept an eye
on the Clark street store In passing
it One day my attention was attracted-
to a man out of it I thought-
he acted 111 a furtive manner I
dismissed the thought as a bit of im-
agination arising from my suspicions-
of owner of the store but I after
ward found that my first intuition had
been correct

For some time previous to the events
here narrated there had been living in
the rear of 149 South Hals ed street a

named Ewing John the head
of the family had married a widow with
ono daughter and these three composed-
the family Ewing was a thief who
hail finished a term In the Minnesota
penitentiary and had settled in

with his family He did not ply
trade here but after turning a

trick outside of the city would return-
to Chicago to plan the next excursion
Into the country His tottage wasa
rendezvous for thieves of the better
class I knew slm and his wife The
latter although fully familiar with the
manner of life led by her husband and
his associates and entirely true to his
interests was anxious to keep a home
where he would be free from molesta-
tion by the police and could live a life
of apparent respectability at Intervals-
at least

I knew the womans ambition In this
particular and believed it could be
turned to good account Arranging an
Interview with Mrs Evlnsr I ques
tioned her concerning the movements
of certain learned from
her that Thomas White and John Hor-
ton two of the most dangerous hotel
thieves in the lead been calling
on her husband Without tolling her
why I Wanted them I asked her to se
cure for me the natural signatures
White and Horton and this she prom-
ised to do It being understood that they
were to be obtained in a why that would
arouse no on the part Of
hither These signatures I soon
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that two of the mysterious hotel guests
had been White and Horton There
was one signature however which evi
dently not made by either
White or Horton as the comparison
plainly showed

Mrs Ewing furnished another valu-
able clew in the statement that Horton
was a frequent visitor to the Clark
street From conversa-
tions she had pverheard she was con-
vinced that Horton was transacting

business with the proprietor of the
store In other words that he was
fencing some of the bands stolen

Jewelry at that place As she named
the men who frequented her husbands
house in a social way I found one of
them to be the son of a prominent and
respected merchant In the jewelry
trade but no offense further than his
association with jewelry thieves ever
was fastened on this young man

As I said In the beginning Adam
Brown or James R Barren was at
that time a most distinguished criminal
He was a Scotchman 27 years old and
had brought to bear on his nefarious
calling the strength of character
and shrewdness that have distinguished
the Scot in so many lines Of human en-
deavor

Barron had been u clerk in a try
goods store in several years
before and had stolen considerable
quantities of his employer
Under a cloud he drifted to other
ern cities arid In each place Was a thief
Although never In seriollf trouble the
east grew warm for him and he came
to Chicago where he worked rjt Part
ridges Carson Plrle Scott Cos
The Pair and other large Stores for a
time But his sprouting aYnbltlon In
the field of crime would longer
brook the restrictions of even a r
tense of honest employment ssi
gathered around him through his in
born capacity of a leader a large num-
ber of criminals over whom he assumed
despotic command Most of these men
were thieves of established reputation
and years of experience and it was a
cause for wonderment detect-
ives who khew of the SUdden rise of
Barron that they flocked to the stand-
ard of a comparative novice in crime
but such was the tribute they paid to
the qualities oil his leadership-

His enlisted were divided into
squads according to their specialties
Barron mapped out the campaign for
each He ordered them into different
parts of the Country to execute plans
he had formulated The booty secured
it was over to Barron who had
displayed his masterly ability by es
tablishing the most complete network-
of connections with dishonest
chants and fences any thief In this
country ever had In Cincinnati St
Louis Buffalo Detroit and many other
cities he had agents most of them
supposedly reputable merchants who
disposed of the booty shipped to them
by Barron

III Chicago he had several receiving
and distributing depots where the mis-
cellaneous assortment of stolen
ty was sorted repacked and shipped
It Was one of the functions in his lead-
ership also his men nom
trouble with the officers oC tho lajv
and once they found themselves In the
tolls to secure their release At this
he was as adept the command Ot
men and of stolen
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Before his first arrival in Chicago
Barron had spent some little time in
IPittsburg and there had met the wife
of William E Buck a saloonkeeper-
The woman fascinated by his dashing
style and glib talk deserted her hus

and came with him to Chicago
where her aged mother a Mrs Kelly
lived Barron and the woman took up
their residence at 17 Ann street winder
the name of Burton Knowing in a
general way that Barron Was a
who would undoubtedly make his
in his chosen profession I deemed it
advisable to lay wires by which I
might keep in touch with his move-
ments and with that end In view I
formed the acquaintance of Mrs Ke
ly with whose daughter Barron was
living She kncvf my reasons for want
ing to keep track of Barron and as
she felt any way but friendly toward
him oH account of Ids having inducted
her daughter to leave her husband she
willingly but secretly gave ine such
Information concerning Barrons

as came to her through her
daughter-

In the process of organizing his com-
bination of thieves Barron included
in the individual groups a cllqtfc of
hotel thieves From the Information
that had leaked out at John EwIngs
in the hearing of his wife I was

of the hotel workers who reported to
Barron as their superior officer Just
how far Barron aided them In their
actual operations I did not know but I
considered it of Importance to identify
the rehialnlngsusplclous signature cut
from the hotel registers 1 found some
trouble In securing a specimen of Bar

handwriting but once In my pos
session it Was found to have

by the men that placed the there-
tofore unidentified signature on the ho-
tel register

This was satisfactory progress but
along general lines only I was

that Barrens hotel thieves lead
robbed Isaac Mills and turned the jeW
elry over to him for sale It was also
probable that the proprietor of the
Clark street jewelry house Wits run
ning a fence and under his cloak of
respectability had furnished Horton
White and Barron with
concerning the conteiifs of Mills
and Its surroundings information
which he secured during Tits Inspection
of Mills

My investigation up to tills point lied
progressed by inches and was almost
at a standstill when chance smiled on
me There was In existence than and
I suppose is at the present
organization of jewelers for the mutual
protection of themselves Facilities for
protecting trunks and sample cases pu

road were not as complete thou as
they are now and tho organization un-
dertook to supply this Jack I
believe an insurance feature against
loss William A Giles was the Chicago
representative of the association and
he and I had talked the TremontHause
robbery over with each other and with
Mills Mr Giles had taken a keen In-
terest In the case although
on the police for the recovery of the
jewelry and the capture of rab-
bor3

About the time I had thoroughly sat-
isfied myself that the Job had bgeh done
by Baryons crowd thoTe arrives jiin-
Chicago a traveling
Boston firm nanvi
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ScofIeld He handled the same class of
goods as Mills solid gold
fact well known to the trade and pre
sumably by the thieves who kept in
touch with the trade Scofield had
been in Chicago but a day or two when
he was approached by two men who
claimed to failed in the jewelry
business and who were seeking to dispose of some of the stock In hand
Scofield made some inquiry as to the
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character ofi the Jewelry they had for
sale and soon learned that there wa a
number watch chains of a pattern
which from the description seemed to
correspond with the style of chains
stolen from Mills No samples how-
ever were produced

Scofield made a second appointment-
As soon as the visitors he notified
Mr Giles who in turn me of
the Incident At the second meeting
Scofield agreed to purchaser quantity-
of the goods and a price per penny-
weight for the solid gold Jewelry was
agreed upon the proceeds of the sale
to depend upon entirely The
merchants still refused to show their

wares but promised to produce them
for inspection at a third meeting to
take place at the corner of Adams and
PeoriA streets the following day

In this arrangement the pretended
merchants followed the plan of most of
their ilk Insistence on a series of meet-
ings in order that they might satisfy
themselves of the good faith toward
them of the man to whom they planned
to sell their goods Scofield was adroit
enough in his dealing with them to
throw them off their guard He re-
ported the progress of his negotiation
to Mr Giles and me and at either o
the two meetings I Could have

arrest the suspects bu
to have done so would have been t
catch them with no incriminating evi-
dence and determined to wait UP
they kept an appointment with Scoflefl
with the jewelry we believed to have
been stolen In their possession

Our plan of action was this Sco
fields visitors lead informed him they
would appear at Adams and Peoria
streets in a spring wagon With the i
Jewelry and Mr Giles and I decided to
drive to a point near the meeting place
in a buggy Scofield Was to signal-
to us at the proper moment by raIsing
his hat in a careless manner habitual
with him Mr Giles then was to drlvr
toward their wagon and when close
enough to turn Into It locking the
front wheel of his buggy into the front
wheel of their wagon I was to be on
foot near the scene and In the mlxup
of the vehicles to grab one of the men
while Scofield captured the other A
policeman selected for the purpose was
to be stationed near to in the
event our plans went awry

Scofleld was on the spot t the ap
pointed time I had left Mr Giles
buggy and taken a stand around thr
corner Promptly a horse attached to a
spring wagon containing two men ap-
peared and the driver sighting Sco
field his horse to the curb at
the place the latter was waiting The
three menengaged in conversation for
a moment and then I saw Scofield raise
his hat from his head At this signal-
I Walked to the spot and Mr
Giles came driving toward the group
Quickly he locked his buggy wheel into
the wagon One oil tho men jumped
and started to run but I him
and after a tussle succeeded in
getting handcuffs on him While doing-
so I saw his companion throw a bag
from the wagon and start to run

Shoot him I called to Scofield Thor
the other officer ran to the scene
the escaping thief was soon In custody

From description given by Sco
field I confident that the more fo
ward of the men who had boon nego-
tiating with him was James R Bar
ron and Barton it was who leaped
from the wagon almost into my army
The bag contained about 7000 worth
of the watch chains stolen front MUlti
Barrens companion was Ignatius
Schoen it developed was one of
Barrons valuable aids in the disposal
of stolen property It had been Barron
whom I had seen leaving the Clark
street jewelry store some time before
and incidentally the connection estab
lished In thin ease between Barrons
hotel thieves and the Jewelry store
ferred to resulted fti the sudden

j of the proprietor of the store
and the closing his place
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